Schmehl Historic Graveyard Rededication

The Schmehl Histonie Gravevard dating back to the lare
1700% in Ruscombmanor Township, Berks County was re-
dedicated on October 15, 1994, At the same time, gravestones
and markers in remembrance of two Revolutionary War
Soldiers, Johan Adam Schmehl and Conrad Schmehl were
dedicated,

The graveyard was discovered on property Scotr and Carla
Blumfield purchased in 1992, The gravevard was not visible
at the time as 1t was overgrown with trees, brosh and old dog
liennels. Vandalism had remaved many of the tombstones. The
stone wills around the cemetery had fallen and scattered.
Fortunately for the Schmehl family, the Blumfields were
incerested in preserving the cemetery.

Bob Schmehl, working with the Berks County Association
for Graveyard Preservation, began the difficult job of clearing
the area, erecting the fallen tombstones, rebuilt the stone wall
and planted grass. Preserving the graveyard was not enough
for Schmehl. He decided o do some research which revealed
Conrad Schmehl served in the Revolutionary War, Conrad was
born in 1723 and arrived in America in 1739, He died in 1815
but did not have a tombstone marker for his service. The
research also revealed Conrad's son Adam who lived from 1754
to 1825,

Schmehl completed forms that were sent to the Department
of Viererans Affairs office in Washington, D.C. using information
he found in the Pennsylvania Archives. He also had 1o
decument that he was a descendant of Conrad and Adam
Schmehl. He informed the department that neither had a
marker issued o soldiers in the Revolutionary War and thac
Adam did not have a tombstone, Several weeks later, he
received rhe tombstone and the markers,

This activity led to a regrouping of the Schmehl family.
Members of the family were participants in the dedication
service,

* Please bring this newsletter to the March general
meeting to help you follow by-law changes.

* Complete vour membership application and submit it
with your check prior to or at this gencral meeting,
Please consider a contribution in addition to your
membership.

® [If you signed the charter but have not yet paid your
1994 charter fee please settle vour account.

Your membership and financial support are vital and
greatly appreciared!

[from lett] Martin Peicker, Bruce Carroll, Robert Schmehl,
Earl M. Schmehl

Chur Aim . . . .

To maintain and preserve Berks County's neglected '

historic gravevards, '

Wihao are ae?

A group of civic leaders, professionals and interested

vitizens who share a common goal.

What do we do?

Plan, engineer and oversee preservation through:

* initial clean-up

* tombstone repairs/reseiting

= wall repairs

* regular inspection and maintenance

How?

* By organizing a network of civic groups and
volunteers to perform necessary field work

* By contacting local organizations and businesses who
are willing to coneribute to the cost of preservation

* By educating the public about the importance of
preserving these historic graveyards

Houw to help . . .

* Become a member (annual dues $15)

* Offer vour insight and expertise in preservation or
fund-raising effores
Volunteer your services for elean-up or maintenance
Provide clerical or technical support services

* Invite a friend or neighbor to be a part of this county-
wide project

* Be part of the “Adopr-A-Cemeterv” program,




























