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1995 - PRESERVATION PREVAILS

We were fortunate to have a student crew for
eight weeks this past summer through a federal
grant to the Berks County Employment and
Training Office. Four of our county legislators
provided initiative funds to pay the salary of a
professional stone mason. The projects for these
grants were approved by the Pennsylvania Muse-
um and Historic Commission and all major
phases of these grants have been completed. Our
written report will be filed this Spring. A photo
album and VCR tape of local TV Programs are
available to illustrate our successes. This training
program not only reduced our expenses but
provided excellent masonry training skills for
teens i our county. The crew worked on five
major masonry projects and twelve different
neglected historic graveyards and transformed
them from a state of total neglect into the majes-
tic tributes that were intended by our early emi-
grants. What was accomplished this summer was
much more than our very young organization
could have ever expected. The cooperation that
we have with townships officials and citizens
established a great foundation for renewal of
community pride and appreciation for our early
history.

Now that we have found a way to help financial-
ly support projects and to be so successful, we
learn that initiative funds are no longer available
for 1996 and also that in the process of balancing
the Federal budget the funding for summer crews
might not be available. Applications for Commu-
nity Block Grants for 1996 are not being accept-
ed. The Pennsylvania Historic and Museum Com-
mission recognizes the value of our projects but
they do not have any funds specifically for the
preservation of historic graveyards.

When this dilemma was discussed with certain
Berks County State Legislators and with Ed
McCann, the Director of the County Student
Summer Employment Program, it was concluded
that certainly we should apply to the State for
funding to continue in 1996. Our historic grave-

yard preservation is a pilot program and serves as an example
to other counties. Berks County legislators are working to
gather financial support in the 1996 State budget for this long
overdue preservation effort.

We appreciate your support and help to insure our contin-
ued success and look forward to having you be a vital part in
making the preservation and maintenance of these historic
graveyards happen.
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