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EDUCATION IS KEY

Education is one of the major goals of the Berks County
Association for Graveyard Preservation. Until now, we were
concerned about education relalive to preserving the existing
historic graveyards, A set of unusual circumstances brought to
our immediate attention that an educational effort is vital, not
just to attempt to recover lost sites, but to educate the public
about laws relative to removing remains from graveyards and
destroying or moving evidence that denotes a graveyard. This
is illegal. Tt would appear that many well-educated people and
officials do not realize that when an area is "dedicated” in a
will or a deed then that land can never be sold and used for
other purposes without a court order. This is the law!

Whal caused over half of our known historic graveyards (150
out of 300} in Berks to disappear? In colonial times and even
up to about 1855 many mdividuals were buried on the
homestead land. Most public cemeteries did not exist and
sometimes church cemeleries were too far away. Genealogists
know all 100 well how, in some arcas, in particular, burial
places for garly generations are very difficult if not impossible
to find. Perhaps we can now discover some of these sites,
Education 15 key, along with research. We can try our best to
salvage the situation. The intent of the Berks County
Association for Graveyard Preservation is to try to glean as
much information about the burnal site as possible, to organize
existing involved parties to attempt to rectify the situation, to
educate the public so these situations do not continue to occur,
to recognize the significance and contribution of these early
settlers of Berks County, and to perpetuate an appreciation for
our culture, history and heritage,

THANK YOU

Sandy Ruppert and Louise Feger are retiring as officers and
Cynthia Jimenez from the board. Their efforts are ceratinly
appreciated and recognized.

BOARD LEADERSHIP

The new board will organize after the March meeting.
Returning board members include: Kerry Dietrich, Nelson Farr,
Barbara Nissley, Charles Nissley, Martin Peicker, Carl
Zettlemoyer, Jeremy Deysher and Jacqueline B. Nein. Tim
Rowley is the Solicitor.

For the year of 1997 we would like to function by projects,
rather than by titles. Currently we are involved in business that
does not conform well to expertise assignment duties. We should
like to increase board positions to help with the hugh volume of
exgiting new projects. Anyone interested in serving on the board
this year and/or becoming an afficer in 1998 should contact the
E.I). at 779-3464.

COMMUNITY SERVICE

Volunteerism and community service is the trend of the
future, and Kutztown Area High School Key Club is setting
the pace for other school districts to serve their area. These
students have adopted the seven neglected historic graveyards
in Maxatawny and will be monitoring the condition of others,
Key club members voted to undertake this project, not as 4
school district requirement, but as a pledge to the community
to forever preserve and maintain these sites symbolic of our
unigue culture, history and heritage. Long after these students
graduate the club members will continue with the on going
pledge of the Key Club members of the year 1997, You
Maxatawnians are setting the pace for Berks County.
Congratulations to you and your sponsor for taking this
initiative.

Owners will be contacted and members will tour the siles
and evaluate the needs. They will begin work this spring and
are looking forward to the United Way's Day of Caring to be
held May 14th.

s are scheduled the second Tuesday in March,
May, chtmlm'md November at 7 PM. at the Lorane
Elementary School Cafeteria in Exeter Township. The public is
always invited and most welcome,

CHARLES ADAMS III - TUESDAY, MARCH 11
GRAVEYARD TALES

The annual meeting of the
Berks County Association for
Graveyard Preservation will
be held Tuesday, March 11,
1997 at 7 P.M. at the Lorane
Elementary School cafeteria
on Rittenhouse Drive in
Exeter Township,

The guest speaker will be
Charlic Adams, WEEU's
morning  personality and
promotions director. In addition to his chores at WEELU,
Charlic is also chicf travel correspondent for the Reading
Eagle-Times and the writer of a biweekly column, "Berks the
Bizarre'. Charlic is a native of Reading and Berks and is
extremely active in promoting nonprofit organizations and
educational programs. The topic for the evening wall he
"GGraveyard Tales" You will certainly enjoy Charlie's
appropriate presentation. The public is invited to attend and
share the evening with us.




























