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The fall work party at the 

Hechler/Esterly burial 

ground was a huge success.                          

See page 5 for more.  
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For our veteran feature this newsletter, we visit the historic farm known 

as Schlegel Adventure, home to veteran Johan Christian Schlegel, Junior. 

Johan Christian (known as John in many of the remaining documents) 

was the first son and American born to parents Johan Christian the elder 

and his second wife, Anna Catharina Reed/Rieth in 1744. His father is 

found on the shipsõ lists, arriving in Philadelphia in 1737. By 1738, the 

Schlegels had a land warrant for 252 acres near what is now Fleetwood. 

Here the Schlegel Farm Cemetery still stands, well maintained. 

John was a prosperous farmer.  We know from an inventory taken at his 

death that he was an educated man owning over 12 books. He kept a 

book of accounts with debts owed and received. He was a successful   

beekeeper with over 30 hives in addition to stores of honey and wax. He 

likely was a weaver, working with his last wife Esther to list on hand 

over 170 yards of cloth, spinning equipment and looms as well as $337 

cash and $50 in old silver at his passing.   

He also answered the call of Gov McKean in 1776 to join the militia and òimmortalize your names by    

mingling your achievements with the events of 1776é and famed foré establishing a lasting foundation 

the liberties of one-quarter of the globe.ó 

He returned home safely, built the lovely stone family home in 1797, married a total of three times, having 

seven children who all survived to prosper due to his efforts.   He assuredly can be credited with establish-

ing a lasting foundation not only for liberty, but his posterity.  

  Lara Thomas 

Secretary, BCAGP 

Hill clean up  

 

John Christian Schlegel, Jr.  

Although I was told that they had a lot of  fun    

petting  cows we still wish to thank them for the 

actual work they did cleaning up the Hill.  Thank 

you Les Rohrbach, Karla Hummel, Lara Thomas, 

Aidan Emerich, Meredith and Jaidan Goldey, 

Marvin Stamm, Joe Gross, Gary Koenig, Paul 

Schumann and Ron Smith.  This  is located on the 

property of the Wholesome Dairy Farm.   The same 

crew did the Hunter/Kemp.  
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Before and after pictures taken by Gary Koenig at the NEIN burial ground  in October  

Jean Bertolet burial ground in Oley  Koenig burial ground in Bern Township  

Gary Koenig was busy on his own doing burial grounds missed due to cancellation of Day of Caring  

Before and after pictures taken by Lara Thomas at the 

Kauffman in Oley during a successful group clean up in 

November.  Thank you to Les Rohrbach, Lara and      

Micah Thomas, Karla Hummel, Paul Schumann, Ron 

Smith, Irv Gring, Joseph Gross, and Meredith Goldey.   

This group also did the Gulden in Yellow House.   


