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THE FAMILY BDURIAL GROUND, RIGHT AND RESFONSIBILITIES
SUBPMITTED BY BETTY BURDAN

In the dags Prior to Pub]ic cemeteries and in some cases before burial grounds were established ]33 churches, there
was the Private Familg burial grouncl. Once established thcg became sacred Places, entitled to reverence and
respect. Familﬂ members and descendents, were not on|9 buried there, but shared in the resPonsibilitg of caring for

these sacred spaces.

Feter Rothermel, Patriarclﬂ of the Kothermel clanin Maic{encreek and Richmond Townships, made this clear bg
writing a burial Permit which he recorded in the Berks Countg Recorder of Deeds office, saying ... Peter
Rothermel bg signing this indenture ob]igates himself and his heirs not to suffer or allow any other person or persons
[to] burg or enter in or on the said [ rave]garc{ if and unless 139 consent of both Parties ortheir heirs omcang of the
said parties or their heirs, should [any] refuse or neglect to assist in repairing said (Grave Yard then they shall
forfeit all his or their right of burying in or on the said (Grave Yard forever thereafter”

irs of | i f, I ial
The heirs o Feter Kothcrme s made certain no one would orget the Kothcrme Burla R decades

Grou nd existed nor the Familg Forget their responsibilitg to keep and care for the resting Place passed, they were

, , o . . plowed and
of the ancestors. uPon Fe’cer’s death his heirs wrote sPeaFlc instructions into the deed of
forgotten. Those
transfer, rcminding all of their right and responsibilitg saying" (the heirs)...do herebg reserve for that remain often
fall to neglect and
themselves the sole right for burial on the gravegard ...and also for rePairing and cutting weeds” 3
disrepair as
and "the said gravegarcl is not to be removed }33 Purchaser or subsequcnt owner." descendents moved
away from the

Not all, and far too few, Fami]y burial grounc{s were documented it his way. As the decades ilhomesteads™.

Passecl, ti'xeg were Plowecl under and Forgotten. Those that remain often fall to neglect and
disrcpair as descendents moved away from the {:amilg homesteads. [tis the mission of the
erks Count Association of Grave ard Frcservation, to locate and restore as many of
Y Y Y

these Familg burial grouncls asis Possib]c‘
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UFCOMING FAMILY REUNIONS

| evan Familg Reunion

Thel evan Familg Reunion will be held Julg 2011 in Numidia PA. T he reunionis usua”9 held the third Sundag in

Julg. Flease contact [~ llis Adams—frandam5 9@comcast.net for more details if interested in attencling.

Nein Reunion

Julg 3oth is the date of the Nein Fami]g Keunion.

Sassamen Reunion

Flans for a Sassamen Familg Reunion, which will be held in Perks County, are undcrwag
for the year 201 2. T he reunion has been held in different states over the years, so thisis

a great oPPortunitg for local descendants to attend a reunion without travel burdens.

Schlegel Fami19 Keunion

The Sc}ﬂ!egel Familg Reunionis scheduled for _Junci8,2011 at i :50pm. Thelocation will be in [leetwood,
FA at Flcctwoocl Fark.



REICHARD /DUMM, RICHMOND TOWNSHIFP

C[ean~uP involving brush buming and tree removal is in process at this location. Volunteers also recent]g

clcancd tombstoncs and )Ci”cc{ grounc”—log l’\O]ﬁS.

deed specifies

the proceeds of

fit of St. Mary’s
burg and to

Historg: 'Tl—le earliest confirmed interment s Michael Reicher’c, occurred in 1807. I
1822, [rances HOPP and Adam Keichcrt clcsignatccl aPProximatelg % acres to the

t a good and

Catl—lolic Congregation of Kic!'xmoncl Township indicating, “for the sole purposc of a

tantial wall

. » 2 . .
cl—iapel, school !—xouse, and burial ground . A{:terwards, this site became the gravegarcl Bthe sraveyard

for Parislﬂioners at St. Henrg’s Catl—vo]ic Church until 1 871. ]n 1872, at the direction of id church...and
the Arcl‘rbfslﬂoP of Fl’liladelplﬂia, the land was sold to _Jacob K och. ep the wall

er in repair”3

(itations:

"Nein, Jacqueline B. T exter, \)oan‘ Jimencz, C}jthia.(l 999). E_)pita)phs: [Handbook of [Historic Familq Graveqarcls,
Berks Coutg FA E_PitaPhs: A Fub]ication of the Berks Countg Association for Gravegard Fresewation. (2002,
Octobert)‘ \/o]ume 7.

Zberks Co. Deecls \/ol 32 PP 55%5-555

Berks Countg Deeds Vol.237 P.60‘1~ and [Tink, | eco (G.(19%6). Old Jesuit T rails in Penn’s [Forest. pp-1 56-166. New
York, New York.

Research and material for the above historg Proviclecl bg I~ dward H Quinter (1 997).
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DETURK#2, OLEY TOWNSHIFP

BCAGF hasjust comP]ctcd rcbui]ding the wall at the DcTurk
gravegarc{ in Olcy Townslﬁip

History: Tl‘lC DeTurks were Hugucnots who settled in the Oley\/a“ey in 1712, The
DeT urk Homestead, inc]uding the anci”ar\g house built in 1767 which was restored by the

Historic Freservation T rust O]C Berks Countg, is an example of earlg colonial architectural
4

5t9165~ historic marker

ed at the DeTurk

estead, Oley

nship (left).

Turk, a

settléd here

was one of a numbc
French Protestants

were pioneers 1n
part of Berks Co

(itation:
+Fend|eton, FhlllP( 1994). Oleq \/a”eq Heritage,The Co]onia] Years: i 700-1775 Birdsboro FA (\/olume
Z8>.Fub|ication of the Fennsglvania (German Societg.




KAUFFMAN, OLEY TOWNSHIF

We orgam'zed awork party Sundag March 1 3th in Oicg at the Kauﬁcman (irave-
5ard< ]n addition to volunteers c]caring this grave site of wccds, two trees needed

to be removed to Prcvcnt damage to the wall and tombstones.

Authorization was grantecl to repair a section of the wall that is deteriorating. Tl’le wall
is scheduled to be mended within the next few weeks. BCAGF is able to contribute
the Funcling for one section of the wall to be fixed but there are other sections that need

rePair and contributions are needed .
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teers cleared
s at Kauffman
yard (left)

age to the wall
unding the
yard (below)



KATZ, MAXATAWNY TOWNSHIFP

BCAGF rccently authorized the installation of a new
fence forthe Kutz gravcgard. Thc new fence consists of

locust Posts and hardwood rails.

Other exciting news to report is the Fincling of James Alfred Martin Kehcingers buried stone. Anne Wagner,
BCAGF 2nd Vice Fresi&en’c, uncovered the stone while resetting a tombstone at the K utz eraveyard just recently.
g g yard ) Y

P looks
rd to another
f Caring
uled for May

OTHER GRAVEYARD ACTIVITY

< Weidener, O!eg Township——Grass has now been Plantcd

# Nein, O!eg Township——Genera] clean~up

# Herman/Sassamen, MaxatawngTownshiP—General clean~up
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OUR MISSION

To preserve and maintain the historic Berks Countg gravegards in] astern Fennsglvania. The Common-
wealth of Fennsylvania [Historic Buria] Flaces Preservation Act (1994) Provicles for the Preservation of his-
toric burial P|aces, tombs, monuments and gravestones and imposes Penalties for violations. Research supports
the existence of over 300 historic gravegarc‘s in Berks Countg of which approximatelg 120 remain with some
sort of visible surface evidence. ] he BCAGF is worLing aggressive13 to preserve these historic grave sites

For Futurc gcncrations.
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If not a current member, please join us while we continue the work begun by so many before us. Or if
you do not wish to be a member at this time, but are interested in contributing support for a specific

graveyard, please indicate that graveyard on the form below.

MEMBERSHIPFORM -2o11

NAME :
ADDRESS:
EMAIL: FPHONE:
$ _Armua] Mcmbcrship, Individual $15 Family (resic]ing in the same houschold) $25
$ _Armua] business or municiPa[it9 membership, $%5
S __Donation carmarked for the Association (General [Fund
$  Donationto be used for the gravesite
5 Donationto be usedin municiPalitg
Please check our
website
T otal Amount enclosed: Date www.bcagp.org

for meetings times

Mail Checks to: B.CAGF., PO Box 3707, Reading, PA 19606

The official registration and financial information of Berks County Association of Graveyard Preservation may be obtained
from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Registration does
not imply endorsement.

Berks County Association for Graveyard Preservation is a registered 501 (c) (3). Please check with your tax advisor as to
the deductibility of your contribution.
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